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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of VanderCook
College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens is active as a
composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and Canada. Mr. Owens
has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for concert band and
string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious venues such as
the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists both nationally and abroad.
Principal commissions include those from the California Band Directors Association,
the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural Arts, the South Plains College Dept. of Fine
Arts and the Texas University Interscholastic League. He is a consistent winner of the
ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the Forrest L. Buchtel Citation for Excellence
in Composition. Professional memberships include ASCAP, the American Composers
Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife, Georgia.

About the Music
Q: How do you get to Carnegie Hall?

A: PRACTICE!

We all know that old chestnut! Carnegie Hall is one of the most prestigious performance
venues in the world. Built in 1891 by steel magnate Andrew Carnegie, the hall was
home to the New York Philharmonic from 1892 to 1962. To this day, Carnegie Hall
continues to play host to the finest artists of all genres from around the globe.

Commissioned by the Lamar Consolidated High School Band of Rosenberg, Texas,
Carnegie Anthem pays brilliant musical tribute to this venerable institution and the
vibrant city it calls home. The opening statement is a bold and brilliant fanfare
characterizing the splendor of the great hall itself. The subsequent middle section
is a “driving calm” with engaging melodies and a rhythmic thrust symbolizing the
non-stop activity of bustling NYC on any given day. Returning then to its bold origins,
the music concludes with a resplendent finish.

The premiere performance of Carnegie Anthem was given by the Lamar Consolidated
High School Band under the direction of Jason Levin and Oscar Cano at Carnegie

Hall on April 7, 2012.
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